AEATIO TYIIOY

H IIpoedpog g EAdnvikiig EOvikig Emtpomig yia Tnv UNESCO otnv Xnteia —
Eniokeyn o¢ epfinpotikd onueio ToMTIOTIKIG KO QUOLKNG KANPOVOMLAS

Inreia, 11 Avyovotov 2025

H Znreia elye v i va grho&evnoet v [pdedpo g EAAnviknc E6vikng Emitpommg
vy v UNESCO, xo Awoatepivn TCulikdota, cvvodeio amd tov AtgvBuovin
[Tpoypappatiopod kot [poypappdtov Unesco k. Mavoin I'évvn kot tnv EXpert oty
moMTIKn Oaxeipton ko Zapoapd Mdapa, otnv IpdTn EXioNUN EMIGKEYN KAMUOKIOV TNG
UNESCO otv Kpnt petd v avaxnpoén tov Mivoikdv Avaktopov og Mvnueio
[Maykoéouag KAnpovopuds. H enickeyn ot amotéhese opOGTUO Y10, TV avAOEIEN TNG
TAOVCI0G TOAMTIGTIKNG, OTOPIKNG KOl QUOIKNG KANPOVOUIAC TNG MEPLOYNG, EVO
evtaydnke kot ot0 mlaiclo TV Opdoewv TOL gvpwmaikoh Epyov Horizon
Regions4Climate (R4C), oto omoio cuppetéyet evepyd o Afuog Enteiog.

H xa TGitlikoota, cuvodevopevn and tov Anpapyo Enteiog k. [odpyo ZepPdxn, v
[Ipdedpo 1oL Anpotikov ZvpPovAiov ko Mdapo Numrdkn, v  AvVTONUAPYO
[MoMtiopov ko Bépa Ileppdkm, tov AvTIORUApPXOG AIOIKNTIKWY YTTNPECIWY,
Maideiag, ABANTIOPOU Kal MewTtrdpkou k. Koot Avumepiov, tov Aviidnuopyo
KaBapromrag, [epipdrrovioc kot Ilpacivov k. Mavo Apaxdxn, ™ [pappatéa tov
Anpotikov XvpfovAiov ko Mopuavva Eegvikakn, tov IIpoéedpo ™G AnpoTikng
Kowdémrog Appévov k. Iavted; Aavovddxn, tov Zuvtovioty 'eondpkov Enreiog k.
Bayyéhn Iepdxm, 1o pérog g opddog £pyov tov [N'ewmbprkov EdevBepia Kovpevtaxn
Kot v opdda tov Evpondikod mpoypdaupatog RegionsdClimate (R4C) Kwvotavtiva
dvAradak, T'évvn Koo ko Katepiva Kota&dakn, mepmyndnke o spufinpotikd
onpeio Tov AoV, AVUIEIKVIOVTOG T1 GUVOEST TNG MOMTICTIKNG TOVTOTNTOG LE TN
Brooyn avémtuén Kot v KAMPATIKy aviektikdtnTo.



To npodypoappo TV emokéyemy TepAapupave:

e Acoypagiké Moveeio Enteiog kot Aaoypagiké Moveegio Iorlokdotpov,
OOV EVNUEPDONKE Yo TNV TOTIKY Topadoctokn Con, Tig TEXVeS Kat Ta €0y
OV GLVOEOLV TO TOPEABOV LE TO TOPHV.

e Evetwkn 'Emavin De Mezzo otnv ET1d, 6mov moapakoroOOnoce moMTIoTIKY
ekdNiwon pe t ovunpaln g rwolkng yopwdiog Corale Madonna di San
Giovanni ka1 tng Entelakng Coro Aretousa, evioydovtag TovV SOTOMTIGUIKO
d1aAoyo.

e Movi] Tomhotv ka1t Powvikédacog Bar, eufinuotikd tomion LGNS Kot
nmvevpotikng aéilag, mopadeiypato 1coppomiog HETaED mEPPAAAOVTOC Ko
avOpdOTIVNG dpacTNPOTNTAS.

o  Muivoikdé Avaktopo Katm Zaxpov, £vo amd To onUovTIKOTEPO pvnueion g
Mwoumg Kpftng, mov miéov amoteiel uépog g Iaykoouag Kinpovopudg
g UNESCO.

e Exonimon yw ta 40 xpoviae Kalavépata oto Xapéll, Eva avbevtikd tomkod
€00 oV GLVOEEL TNV KOWMVIKY] GLVOYN HE TNV TOPAOOGIOKT TOPOYmYN
TGIKOVOLAG,.

Kotd ) d1bpkeia towv enapov ¢ He Tov ANUapyo ENTelag Kot TOVG EKTPOGAOTOVS TNG
ONUOTIKNG apyns, ovlnmOnkav ot duvaTOTNTEC TMEPOUTEP® GCLVEPYUSING HE TNV
UNESCO, ovumepirapfavopévng g vmoompiEng g  Lroyneomntog Tov
Epotokprrov yio v évtaén tov otov Katdroyo Aving Iolriotikng KAnpovopidg.
Emniéov, téOnkav mpwtofoviieg ywoo d1ebveic moMTIoTIKEG OavTOAAAYES, OTMOC M
petaPaon g yopwoiog Coro Aretousa otnv Itoiia, pe ypnuatoddtnon omnd v
UNESCO.

H opdéda R4C Xnreiog TOVIoE TN ONUOCI0 OVTOV TOV ETICKEYEDY Y10 TV EViGYLoN
NG TOTKNG AVOEKTIKOTNTOG OTEVAVTL GTNV KAMUATIKY 0AA0y], LEGO OO TV TPOGTAGIOL
Kol avAOEIEN NG TOMTICTIKNG Kot PLGIKNG KANpovoulds. H dachvoeon moMTicuo,
BOoUNG TOVPICTIKNG AVATTLENS Kol KALOTIKNG gvocOntomoinong amotehel Pacikod
TUAMVO TOV OPAUOTOG TNG Xntelag oto mAaico Tov mpoypdupatog Horizon
Regions4Climate.



PRESS RELEASE

The President of the Hellenic National Commission for UNESCO in Sitia — Visit
to emblematic sites of cultural and natural heritage

Sitia, 11 August 2025

Sitia had the honor of welcoming the President of the Hellenic National Commission
for UNESCO, Mrs. Ekaterini Tzitzikosta, accompanied by the Director of UNESCO
Planning and Programs, Mr. Manolis Giannis, and policy management expert Mrs.
Mara Samara, in the first official visit of a UNESCO delegation to Crete following the
designation of the Minoan Palaces as UNESCO World Heritage Sites. This visit
marked a milestone in showcasing the region’s rich cultural, historical, and natural
heritage, and was also part of the activities of the European project Horizon
Regions4Climate (R4C), in which the Municipality of Sitia is an active participant.

Mrs. Tzitzikosta, accompanied by the Mayor of Sitia Mr. Giorgos Zervakis, the
President of the Municipal Council Mrs. Maro Nikitaki, the Deputy Mayor for Culture
Mrs. Vera Perraki, the Deputy Mayor for Administrative Services, Education, Sports,
and the Geopark Mr. Kostis Lymperiou, the Deputy Mayor for Sanitation,
Environment, and Greenery Mr. Manos Drakakis, the Secretary of the Municipal
Council Mrs. Marianna Xenikaki, the President of the Municipal Community of
Armenoi Mr. Pantelis Lianoudakis, the Coordinator of the Sitia Geopark Mr. Vangelis
Perakis, Geopark project team member Mrs. Eleftheria Koumentaki, and the Sitia
RAC project team (Mrs. Konstantina Fylladaki, Mr. Giannis Kalyvas, and Mrs.
Katerina Kataxaki), toured emblematic sites of the municipality, highlighting the link
between cultural identity, sustainable development, and climate resilience.

The visit program included:

e Folklore Museum of Sitia and Folklore Museum of Palekastro, where the
delegation was briefed on local traditional life, arts, and customs that connect
the past with the present.

e Venetian De Mezzo Mansion in Etia, where they attended a cultural event
featuring a collaboration between the Italian choir Corale Madonna di San
Giovanni and the Sitia choir Coro Aretousa, fostering intercultural dialogue.

e Toplou Monastery and Vai Palm Forest, emblematic landscapes of natural
and spiritual value, examples of harmony between the environment and human
activity.

e Minoan Palace of Kato Zakros, one of the most significant monuments of
Minoan Crete, now part of the UNESCO World Heritage List.



o Kazane-mata Festival in Chamezi celebrating its 40th anniversary, an
authentic local custom that links social cohesion with the traditional
production of tsikoudia (Cretan raki).

During her meetings with the Mayor of Sitia and municipal representatives,
opportunities for further collaboration with UNESCO were discussed, including
support for the candidacy of Erotokritos for inclusion in the UNESCO Intangible
Cultural Heritage List. In addition, initiatives for international cultural exchanges
were proposed, such as the planned visit of the Coro Aretousa choir to Italy, with
funding from UNESCO.

The Sitia R4C team stressed the importance of such visits for strengthening local
resilience to climate change through the protection and promotion of cultural and
natural heritage. The interconnection of culture, sustainable tourism development, and
climate awareness is a key pillar of Sitia’s vision within the Horizon Regions4Climate
program.
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