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Me emituxia oAokAnpwOnke To 50 Oepivo ZxoAcio MNewtrdpkou UNESCO Znrteiag

Me 181aiTepn emmTuxXia oAokAnpwOnke Tnv Kupiakr 6 louAiou 2025 10 50 Ogpivd ZXOAgio Tou
Mewtrdpkou UNESCO Znreiag, 10 01T0i0 QIAOEEVHBNKE OTIG £YKATAOTACEIG TOU 0TO Kapudi
2nreiag, KABWG Kal o€ eTTIAEYUEVES TTEPIOXEG TOU eupUTEPOU MewTTdpkou, atrd tnv Tpitn 1
louAiou €wg kal TNV Kuplokr 6 louAiou 2025.

Tnv évapén Twv dpdoewv onuaToddtnoe n eKOAAWON-TTPOTTOUTTOC TNG AcuTtépag 30 louviou
oTn Xpuootnyr, ME aQOopPn TN CUPTIAfpwon 10 Xpoévwv ammd TNV avayvwpeion Tou
Newtmrdpkou Znteiog wg Maykdéopiou lMNewtmrdpkou UNESCO, n omoia trepIAauBave
EVNUEPWTIKEG OPIAIEG KOI KOANITEXVIKO TTPOYPAUHA UE TUVAUAIQ.

To Oepivd ZxoAeio diopyavwbnke atrd 10 MewTdpko ZnTeiag, o€ ouvepyacoia pe Tov AQpo
Znteiog, 10 gupwTraikd TPdypappa Regions4Climate, ta Kévrpa lMepiBaAlovTiKig
Exktmraideuong (KEIMEA) kai TTAB0G ETTIOTAMOVIKWY KOl EKTTAIOEUTIKWYV POPEWV ATTé TV
EANGSa kail TNV KOTTrpo. To OXOAEIO OUYKEVTPWOE DEKADEG CUUMETEXOVTEG — EKTTAIOEUTIKOUG,
ETMOTAMOVEG, QPOITNTEG KAl TTONITEG ME EVOIOQEPOV YIa TO TTEPIBAAAOV, TN YEWTTOIKIAGTNTA Kal
TNV agipopia.

MAoUo10 Kal BIWHATIKO TTPOYPAMHA
Katd 1n didpkela Tou EanueEPOU TTPOYPANUATOS TTPpAY ATOTTOIRONKAV:
e ETmIoTnUOVIKEG £10NYAOEIG, BIWUATIKA EPpYOOTHPIA KAl BEPaTIKES Eevaynoelg TTediou.

e [lapoucidoeig Kal dpaocTnPIOTNTEG ME ETTIKEVIPO TO VEPO, Tn dIAXEIPION QUOIKWV
TTOPpWYV, TA UTTOYEIA UdATA, TNV KAIMATIKR Kpion, TNV TTONITICTIKH KANPOVOUId Kal TOV
POAO TWV eWTTapKwWyY UNESCO.

e AIadpaoTIKAG BeaTpIKG KAl KAANITEXVIKA SpWHEVA, PE EUpacn aTnV TTEPIBAAAOVTIKN
EKTTQIOEUON MEOQ amo nv TEXVN Kal TO TTaIYVidl.

2 NMAVTIKEG TTAPEUPACEIG KOl TOTTOBETAOEIG

O BayyéAng Mepdkng, ouvtovioTAG Tou [MewTtdpkou ZnTeiag, ava@Eépdnke atnv €6eAOVTIKA
Baon amd Tnv otToia gekivnoe TO eyxeipnua, Kal oTn Bepur) avTaTToKPIon TNG TOTTIKAG
Kolvwviag. YTroypdupioe OTi T Mewttdpko £xel eEeNIXOei o€ TTOAUTIUO EPYAAEIO EKTTAIBEUTIKWV
OpPACEWY KAl CUUUETOXNG OXOAEiWV, PE OTOXO TN OUVOEON TNG TOTTIKAG KOIVWVIAG PE TNV
EKTTAIOEUOT KOI TNV EUPWTTAIKA OUVEPYOTia.
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O ekmTpoéowTTog Tou Afjuou Znreiag yia 1o Tpdypapua Region4Climate, NMauAog AAESavEpog
Katreravdkng, TTapouciaoe TIg OXETIKEG OPATEIG TOU ArjlJoU TTOU APOPOUV TNV AVTIHETWITION
OKPAiWV KAIPIKWV @AIVOUEVWY, TNV TTPOCOMOIWGCT TTANUMUPIKWY @QAIVOUEVWY, TIG
TEXVIKEG AVTIMETWITIONG TOU BAKOU, TN METATPOTTT) EANIOUPYEIWV OE KAIMATIKA OUBETEPEG
Hovadeg, Kabwg Kal TNV evioxuon Tou MNuvaikeiou ZuveTaipiopou ZAKpou.

O XapdaAaptrog ®PacouAdg, YeuBuvog Tunuartog MewtrolkIAGTNTAG Tou Mouogiou PUOIKAG
loTopiag KpATNG Kal AvTITTpoedpog Tou MNMaykdopiou AIKTUOU MewTTdpkwy, avéAUoe Tov pOAO
TWV [EWTTAPKWY 0TV EVAPMOVIOUEVN ouvitTapén avBpwTtrou Kal repIBdAAovTog, Thv
TTPOWONGCN TOU YEWTOUPIOHOU, TNV avddeI§n TG TTOANITIOTIKAG KOl QUOIKAS KANPOVOUIAg
Kal TV avaykn yia rePIBAAAOVTIKA EKTTaidEuon OTIG VEEG YEVIEG. ETTearuave Tnv 181aiTEPN
onuaocia TG EKTTAidEUong Tou aypoTiKoU Topéd o€ (nTApaTa Asiyudpiag, Tovifovtag TIg
TIPOKANOCEIG TTOU AVTIMETWTTICEI N ZNTEia.

O 0Oe6dwpog MeTpouAdkng, TrpoioTduevog Tou TOEB [Marmrayiavvadwy, TTapoucioce TIg
TIPOOTTABEIEC EKOUYXPOVIOUOU TOU Opyaviopou, HeE Opdcels vyia T BeAtiwon Tng
TPOORACINOTNTAG OTIC YEWPYIKEG EKTACEIC KOl TN owWOoTA SlaxeEipion Tou apdeUTIKOU
VEPOU PECW KAVOVIOUWYV Kal HEBOdwY OTTWG n dpdeuon PE OTAYOVEG.

Kevtpikn BgpaTiki: "Yddrivolr Apdpor™

H @emivi) BepaTikr) Tou Oepivol ZxOAEiou €TTIKEVTPWONKE OTOUg «YOATIVOUG ApOHOUGY,
€€eTAlOVTAG BIETTIOTNMOVIKA TO VEPO WG PUOIKG ayabd Kal TTONITIOUIKO OTOIXEiO, ToviovTag
TNV avdykn yia opBn diaxeipion Kal TpooTacia Tou.

To Oepivé ZxoAcio avadeikvueTal TTAEOV O ONUAVTIKO XWPO avTOAAAYAS YVWOEWV Kal
KOAWYV TTPAKTIKWY, £VIOXUOVTOG TN CUVEPYOAOIa METASU EKTTAISEUTIKWY, ETTICTNHOVIKWY,
OEOMIKWY KOl TOTTIKWV QPOPEWV, TTPOG TNV KATELBUVON TNG BIWCIMNG AVATITUENG KAl TNG
EVEPYOU CUMMETOXAG TWV TTOAITWV.

H OpyavwTtik EmiTpotr ek@pdlel Bepuéc euxapioTieG o€ OAOUG TOUG CUMMETEXOVTEG,
€10NyNTEG, oUVEPYALOUEVOUG QOPEIC KAl UTTOOTNPIKTEG, AVOVEWVOVTAS TO pavteRoU yia TO
eTTOEVO OepIvo ZX0AEI0, HE OTOXO TN CUVEXION TNG KOIVI G TIPOCTTABEIOG YIa TNV EVOUVAMWON
Twv lMewmdpkwyv w¢g Tediwv evepyRg pAONONG, PBIWPATIKAG EKTTAIdEUONG Kal
mePIBAANOVTIKAG euaioBnToTtTOoinONG.
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Sitia, July 10, 2025
Successful Completion of the 5th UNESCO Global Geopark Sitia Summer School

The 5th UNESCO Global Geopark Sitia Summer School concluded successfully on
Sunday, July 6, 2025. The program was hosted at the Geopark’s facilities in Karydi, Sitia, as
well as in selected areas within the wider Geopark, and ran from Tuesday, July 1st to Sunday,
July 6th, 2025.

The activities were preceded by an opening event held on Monday, June 30th in Chrysopigi,
celebrating the 10-year anniversary of Sitia’s recognition as a UNESCO Global Geopark.
The event included public lectures on the importance of being part of the UNESCO Global
Geopark Network, followed by a musical performance.

The Summer School was co-organized by the Municipality of Sitia, the EU-funded
Regions4Climate (R4C) program, Environmental Education Centers (K.E.P.E.A.), and
numerous academic and educational institutions from Greece and Cyprus. The event
attracted dozens of participants, including educators, scientists, university students, and
environmentally conscious citizens.

A Rich and Interactive Program
Over the course of six days, participants engaged in:

e Scientific lectures, hands-on workshops, and thematic field trips

e Presentations and activities focusing on water resources, natural resource
management, groundwater, climate crisis challenges, cultural heritage, and the
role of UNESCO Global Geoparks

e Interactive theatrical and artistic performances, highlighting environmental
education through art and play

Key Interventions and Remarks

Vangelis Perakis, coordinator of the Sitia Geopark, emphasized the initiative’s grassroots
origin through a local volunteer group passionate about geology and caves. The local
community embraced the project, which has since contributed to protecting the area’s
geological heritage and served as an educational platform for numerous schools. The goal,
he stated, is to engage the local community in education and communication through
European programs like R4C.

Pavlos Alexandros Kapetanakis, the Municipality’s representative for the Region4Climate
program, presented local initiatives focused on extreme weather preparedness, a flood
simulation exercise involving citizen participation, innovative methods for combating the
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olive fruit fly, and efforts to transition olive mills to climate-neutral operations. He also
highlighted the support provided to the Zakros Women’s Cooperative for the promotion of
local products.

Charalambos Fasoulas, Head of Geodiversity at the Natural History Museum of Crete and
Vice President of the UNESCO Global Geoparks Council, underlined the Geoparks’ role in
helping communities live in harmony with both the natural and cultural environment.
Through Geoparks, actions are developed to promote geotourism, an alternative form of
sustainable tourism that showcases a region’s unique features and services. Education and
awareness are essential tools for fostering responsible tourism and preserving heritage.

He stressed the importance of recognizing cultural heritage, noting that Greece is approaching
its first ten UNESCO Global Geoparks. He also discussed the educational significance of
highlighting the relationships between abiotic and biotic environments through geological
features. Environmental education, particularly for younger generations, is considered one of
the most effective strategies for biodiversity protection and climate awareness. Children,
he noted, can become powerful messengers of the climate crisis.

Dr. Fasoulas also addressed the issue of water scarcity, which is particularly acute in Sitia
due to its geographic and hydrological characteristics. The uneven distribution of rainfall and
rising temperatures demand urgent focus on educating the agricultural sector. Finally, he
emphasized the role of programs like R4C in facilitating the widespread dissemination of
information.

Theodoros Petroulakis, Head of the Local Land Reclamation Organization (TOEB) of
Papagiannades, discussed modernization efforts through project participation. TOEB
conducted a study for asphalting agricultural roads to improve access to farmland and ease
movement for local farmers. On the subject of water management, he stressed that the
irrigation regulation enforces drip irrigation to prevent water waste.

Central Theme: "Water Pathways"

This year's Summer School was dedicated to the theme "Water Pathways", offering an
interdisciplinary exploration of water as a natural resource and cultural element that
requires careful management and protection.

The Summer School serves as a significant platform for knowledge exchange, experience
sharing, and good practice dissemination, fostering cooperation between educational
communities, local societies, and institutional stakeholders.

The Organizing Committee extends its warmest thanks to all participants, speakers,
collaborating institutions, and program supporters. The next Summer School is already being
planned, continuing the shared mission of promoting sustainable development and
strengthening Geoparks as hubs for active learning and environmental awareness.

(Reqions4Climate | Building resilient communities);
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